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4 things to know about Hugh MacRae’s new splash pad 
The splash pad, which opened Saturday, was funded as part of the 
Trillium Health Resources Play Together grant. 

 

Kids enjoy the county's newest splash pad, which opened Saturday at Hugh MacRea Park. (GARETH MACGRATH/STARNEWS) 
By Hunter Ingram StarNews Staff 

WILMINGTON -- It’s not any April Fool’s joke. The Hugh MacRae Park splash pad finally opened 
Saturday -- nearly a year after it was first announced. 

Tucked away in the heart of the park off South College Road, the colorful, 2,700-square-
foot attraction was unveiled with a brief ribbon-cutting ceremony that could barely contain the kids 
ready to storm the pad. 

Making the opening a true event, food trucks and festivities provided by Cape Fear Museum and the 
New Hanover County Public Library were also on hand. 

Here’s what you need to know about the splash pad: 

1) Elements 

The pad is made up of above-ground features, including a dumping bucket that spills at random, 
water cannons and umbrellas sprayers; and in-ground elements, including geysers. 

Tara Duckworth, director of New Hanover County Parks and Gardens, said the pad is for all ages 
including toddlers, who can stay on the outer rim of the pad to enjoy less intense water spouts. 
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2) Interactive 

The splash pad is interactive and does not constantly blow water 
out of every structure, Duckworth said. 

“Not everything runs at the same time,” she said. “We want to encourage kids to figure out patterns. 
Each piece interacts with one another.” 

It also works on a timer activated by a button at the entrance. The first one in can press the button to 
activate it. When it stops spouting water, kids can simply push the button to start it up again. 

The splash pad is open 9 a.m. to sundown, April through October. After sundown, the activation 
button will not work -- meaning no late-night adventure seekers. 

 

 

 

 

 

3) Accessible 

The pad is completely accessible to those with disabilities as well. Duckworth said a water-friendly 
wheelchair is available on request, by calling 910-798-7275. But residents are advised to call well in 
advance. 

Duckworth also advises all guests to wear water shoes, as the brushed concrete could be rough on 
little ones’ feet. 

4) Completion 

The splash pad is the final piece of the park’s all-inclusive playground project, funded by Trillium 
Health Resources’ Play Together Grant. The playground, directly across from the pad, was completed 
last fall. 

Duckworth said the county applied for a grant to build a splash pad at Ogden Park to serve northern 
residents, but did not receive it. 

“We’ll keep trying,” she said. 

Reporter Hunter Ingram can be reached at 910-343-2327 orHunter.Ingram@StarNewsOnline.com. 
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