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Playground a peek at things to come 
 
By Leslie Beachboard 
Enterprise & Weekly Herald 

Saturday, July 2, 2016 
WILLIAMSTON — A playground that is accessible to children 
in wheelchairs recently opened in Martin County, giving 
residents of Greenville and Ayden a glimpse of the future. 

The inclusive playground opened at Godwin-Coppage Park in 
Williamston, a location that will provide an opportunity for 
people of all ages and abilities to play together outside, officials 
said at a ribbon cutting earlier this week. 

The all-inclusive playground includes a Liberty swing for 
children who use wheelchairs, a climbing dome, a cruise line, 

an adult exercise equipment station and rubberized surfaces. 

Greenville-based Trilliium Health Resources funded the playground through its "Play Together Accessible 
Playground" grants, providing towns with the ability to build fully accessible, all-inclusive playgrounds for 
individuals with special needs and physical disabilities. 

Trillium awarded 30 grants, including $275,000 to the town of Ayden and $750,000 to Greenville. 

The Ayden playground, scheduled to open later this month, will be 
located in Veterans Park. Along with wheelchair-accessible swings, it 
will have balance obstacles, slides, a climbing area and a wheelchair-
accessible seesaw. There will be an Omnispin merry-go-round, a four-
person seesaw, a large net climb feature and a set of zip line-like 

swings. 
The Greenville playground will be located in the southeast corner of the 
Town Common fronting First Street. It will be surrounded by vegetation 

and a fence for safety. Large existing trees will be preserved, according to 
current plans. The equipment will be similar to Williamston and Ayden’s offerings. 

The parks’ funding is a result of Trillium's ability to effectively and efficiently manage Medicaid services 
on a local level, ultimately providing an opportunity to reinvest savings into the community, Trillium 
Health Resources CEO Leza Wainwright said. 

Williamston Parks and Recreation Director Allen Overby said officials started on the project in January. A 
committee helped plan and direct the project, he said. 

"We want to thank the committee for helping pick out the playground equipment. The Liberty swing was 
installed last week. The last thing we have to do is add more signage and fencing," Overby said. 

This playground is meant to reduce the stigma for kids with disabilities, said Trillium Health Resources 
Vice President of Clinical Operations Cindy Ewers. 
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Wainwright said children with disabilities can better enjoy playtime with their peers and family members 
with disabilities can participate in outdoor play together. 

Michael Bangat's smile was contagious when his mom Candace 
Mobley and others at the ribbon-cutting put his wheelchair into the 
Liberty swing. 

"We installed a Liberty swing at home several years ago but we love 
that there is now equipment for him at the park. It allows Michael to 
come and get social interaction with other children," said Mobley. 

Children at the opening ceremony received goodies from Trillium 
including T-shirts, popcorn and snow cones. 

  

The Enterprise-Weekly Herald serves Martin County including the towns or Robersonville and 
Williamston. 
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