* Trl I Ilum HEDIS Provider Tip Sheet

HEALTH RESOURCES

ance of Antibiotic
ent for Acute
hitis/Bronchiolitis (AAB)

AAB Measure Description’

Assesses the percentage of episodes for members 3 months of age and older with a diagnosis of acute
bronchitis/bronchiolitis that did not result in an antibiotic dispensing event. A higher rate indicates
appropriate treatment for bronchitis/bronchiolitis (i.e., the percentage of episodes that were

not prescribed an antibiotic).

Why is AAB Important?’

Antibiotics are most often inappropriately prescribed for acute bronchitis and are not indicated in clinical
guidelines for treating individuals with acute bronchitis who do not have a comorbidity or other infection
for which antibiotics may be appropriate.

Acute bronchitis consistently ranks among the top 10 conditions with the most ambulatory office visits to
U.S. physicians. Most acute bronchitis cases (more than 90%) have a nonbacterial cause; antibiotics are
inappropriately prescribed 65% - 80% of the time and can lead to antibiotic drug resistance.

Best Practices

v" Avoid prescribing an antibiotic unless there is a bacterial etiology.

v' Members that have asthma and diabetes diagnosis, symptoms such as fever, cough and wheezing and
tobacco use are included for this HEDIS measure.

v’ This measure is based on episodes; members may have multiple episodes.

v’ CDC offers materials and tools about antibiotic resistance, appropriate prescribing and use for common
infections.

All summaries of the measure contained herein are reproduced with permission from HEDIS Volume 2: Technical Specifications for
Health Plans by the National Committee for Quality Assurance (NCQA). HEDIS® is a registered trademark of the National Commi**~~

for Quality Assurance (NCQA) ﬂ

' Source: https://www.ncqa.org/aab -

2Source: HEDIS MY 2026 Tech Specs Manual Vol. 2
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Numerator Compliance?  Summary of Changes to
Dispensed prescription for an antibiotic H EDIS MY 20262

medication on or 3 days after the episode )
date. * No changes to this measure.

Data Collection Method?

Administrative (Claims)

Trillium Percentages/NCQA National Averages3

AAB Measurement Trillium NCQA National
Year Average
Total 2025 52.81 -

All summaries of the measure contained herein are reproduced with permission from HEDIS Volume 2: Technical Specifications for
Health Plans by the National Committee for Quality Assurance (NCQA). HEDIS® is a registered trademark of the National Committee

for Quality Assurance (NCQA)

2Source: HEDIS MY 2026 Tech Specs Manual Vol. 2 _—
3Source: https://www.ncga.org/programs/data-and-information-technology/data-purchase-and-licensing/quality-compass/
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